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• Story Time From Space: Patricia Tribe, 250-328-3043, patricia.tribe@gmail.com  
• Big Kid Science: Jeffrey Bennett, 303-440-9313, jeff@bigkidscience.com 

 
District 90 Wins Free Author Visit 

 
 
District 90 is honored to have been selected from among dozens of applicants to be part of the 
first set of awardees in a new “free author visit program” (details at jeffreybennett.com/visit), 
offered by astrophysicist/author Jeffrey Bennett in partnership with Story Time From Space, a 
program in which astronauts read books to children (and much more) from the International 
Space Station. Other awardees for Spring 2019 include schools/communities in New York City, 
Greater Boston, Philadelphia, Tucson, and San Antonio.  
 
The local program will consist of the following: 

Visits to several elementary schools in our district and a FREE public talk at the O’Fallon 
Public Library starting at 6:30 on March 5, 2019.    

 
Please note that the public talk “Global Warming Demystified” is free and open to the public, so 
we hope many people will attend.  
 
The purpose of the free visit program is to contribute to improving literacy and STEM education, 
which is a key component of the missions of both Dr. Bennett and Story Time From Space. Dr. 
Bennett is personally funding the program, and encouraging donations to support the Story Time 
From Space program. Asked why he has decided to offer and fund this program, Dr. Bennett 
said, “I’ve always felt it’s important to promote STEM education, and feel a particular urgency 
with this year’s 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 Moon landing and 30th anniversary of 
Margaret Thatcher’s speech to the United Nations in which she urged the world to action against 
the threat of global warming. Because I teach and write about both topics, I thought I might be 
able to help advance public understanding by offering these free visits. I’m very pleased to be 
partnering with Story Time From Space in this effort.” 
 
Dr. Bennett intends to continue offering a free visit to approximately one community per month 
over at least the next two years. Schools, colleges, or communities across the United States are 
encouraged to apply for this opportunity. The application process simply consists of an email 
following the instructions posted at jeffreybennett.com/visit. Winning locations will be selected 
based primarily on the potential local impact on STEM education, with preference going to 

https://www.jeffreybennett.com/visit/
https://www.jeffreybennett.com/visit/


underserved populations.  
 
 
About Story Time From Space  
Story Time From Space (www.StoryTimeFromSpace.com) is an exciting program that combines 
literacy and science education. Key components of the program include readings of children’s 
books by astronauts on the International Space Station and related science demonstrations 
conducted by the astronauts; videos of the readings and demos are posted freely for anyone to 
view on the Story Time From Space web site. This innovative science and literature program, 
supported by the Center for the Advancement for Science in Space (CASIS), is a project of the 
501(c)(3) nonprofit Global Space Education Foundation. More information at 
www.storytimefromspace.com. 
 
About Big Kid Science  
Big Kid Science publishes scientifically accurate children’s books designed to fire children’s 
imaginations to dream of building a better world in the future, as well as books on math and 
science for the general public. It also provides numerous other resources to support STEM 
education. Big Kid Science was founded and is run by Dr. Bennett. More information at 
www.bigkidscience.com. 
 
About Author Jeffrey Bennett  
Dr. Jeffrey Bennett holds a B.A. in Biophysics (University of California, San Diego) and an M.S. 
and Ph.D. in Astrophysics (University of Colorado). He is the author of six children’s books that 
have been selected for the Story Time From Space program and of several critically-acclaimed 
books for the general public including What is Relativity?, Math for Life, On Teaching Science, 
and A Global Warming Primer; he is also the lead author of college textbooks in astronomy, 
astrobiology, math, and statistics. Combined, his books have sold more than 1.5 million copies. 
Other career highlights include teaching at every level from preschool through graduate school, 
spending two years as a Visiting Senior Scientist at NASA Headquarters, proposing and co-
leading the creation of the Voyage Scale Model Solar System located on the National Mall in 
Washington, DC, and creating the free app “Totality by Big Kid Science” to help people learn 
about and view solar eclipses. He has been recognized with numerous awards, including the 
American Institute of Physics Science Communication Award and election as a Fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science. More information at 
www.JeffreyBennett.com. 
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