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Why Dogs Chase Cats 
An African-American Folktale 

 
Folk Tales … 
 *are stories that were originally told orally 
 *have an unknown author 
 *are passed down within a culture 
 *have characters that are common people or animals 
 *are fiction 
  
Fables … 
 *are a kind of folk tale 
 *characters are usually talking animals 
 *there is an element of trickery 
 *teaches a lesson at the end 
 
The story in this packet is an amusing explanation that answers a simple 
question, “Why do dogs chase cats?” This interpretation has its origins in 
the African-American tradition of story telling. Other versions of the 
story also exist in Eastern European and Japanese cultures. You may 
want to find a few of these online and compare them to this story. 
 
In this packet you will find: 
 * an interpretation of the story 
 * activities to help you retell the story 
 * ideas to help you write your own folktale or fable 
 
 
 
  



Why Dogs Chase Cats 
An African-American Folktale 

 
In a time long ago and far away, dogs and cats were friends. They 
lived together, they played together, and they ate together. 
 
One day Dog, feeling very hungry, went to his friend Cat and said, 
“Hey Cat! I would really like some ham, but I don’t have enough 
money. If you have some money, maybe we can buy a ham 
together.” 
 
Cat thought for a moment, looked at her money and said, “OK Dog. 
Let’s go to the market and get some ham.” 
 
And off they went to buy the biggest, the juiciest, the tastiest 
ham they could find. 
 
On their way home from the market, after buying the biggest, 
juiciest, tastiest ham they could find, Dog and Cat decided to take 
turns carrying the ham because it was so big and so heavy.  
 
Dog took the first turn and decided to sing a song as he walked 
along … 

“I’m carrying our ham.  
I’m carrying our ham.  
I’m carrying our ham. 
 I’m carrying our ham.”  

Retold by Becky Long 



After a while it was Cat’s turn to carry the ham and she decided to sing 
a song as she walked along …  
 

“I’m carrying my ham.  
I’m carrying my ham.  
I’m carrying my ham. 
 I’m carrying my ham.”  

 
Dog looked very confused.  
 
“Um Cat,” he started, “the song does not go like that. Those are 
not the right words. It goes like this … 
 

“I’m carrying our ham.  
I’m carrying our ham.  
I’m carrying our ham. 
 I’m carrying our ham.”  

 
“Oh, I’m so sorry,” purred Cat. “Can I try again?” So Cat took the 
ham and started to sing … 
 

“I’m carrying my ham.  
I’m carrying my ham.  
I’m carrying my ham. 
 I’m carrying my ham.” 

 
Dog looked perplexed and bewildered.   
 
 
 



“Nope, nope, nope, nope, nope,” Dog explained. “That is not how the song 
goes. Now listen.” Dog took his turn carrying the ham and started to sing 
again … 
 

“I’m carrying our ham.  
I’m carrying our ham.  
I’m carrying our ham. 
 I’m carrying our ham.”  

 
 

“Oh, I’m sooo sooorry,” Cat purred again. “I think I got it this time.” 
So Cat took the ham and started to sing … 
 

“I’m carrying my ham.  
I’m carrying my ham.  
I’m carrying my ham. 
 I’m carrying my ham.” 

 
Dog looked baffled, puzzled, concerned and a little annoyed. 
 
“Cat,” he said emphatically, “listen to me one more time. THIS is how 
the song goes.” Dog grabbed the ham, started walking and staring 
intently at Cat while singing … 
 

“I’m carrying OUR ham.  
I’m carrying OUR ham.  
I’m carrying OUR ham. 
 I’m carrying OUR ham.”  

 
 



Dog and Cat were getting very close to home so Cat decided to 
take one more turn carrying the ham. 
 
“Dog, I am truuuuuuuly soooooorrrrry.” Cat’s purrs were dripping 
out of her mouth now. “I KNOW I got it this time.” So Cat took the 
ham and started to sing … 
 

“I’m carrying MY ham.  
I’m carrying MY ham.  
I’m carrying MY ham. 

 I’m carrying MY HAM!” 
 

And with that declaration, Cat took off running with the ham! 
Dog started to chase her.  
 
Cat ran over a picnic table and Dog chased her over the picnic 
table. Cat run under a chair and Dog chased her under the chair. 
Cat ran around a car and Dog chase her around the car. Cat ran 
up a tree and Dog, well, ran right into the tree with his head, 
SMACK! 
 
“Oh no, Cat, NO,” pleaded Dog. “No, nO, NO! Please don’t eat OUR 
ham.  
 
Then Cat, sitting on the highest branch of this tall tree, licked her 
lips and said, “Oh Dog. I am going to sit here and eat MY big, juicy, 
tasty ham all by MYself.” And she did, right down to the bone. 

 
And that is why from that day, until now, dogs chase cats. 
 



Why Dogs Chase Cats 
Retell the Story 

 
When retelling the story you need to know the following elements 
 
 *Setting – Time and place 
 *Characters – The people or animals or things in a story 
 *Problem – The struggle in the story 
 *Events – Beginning, Middle and End of the story 
 *Solution – How the problem was solved 
 
You can act out the story with people in your family or put on a puppet 
show. Different kinds of puppets you can make include: 
 
 *Shadow puppets – Cut out the shape, shine a light and 
 project the shadow on a blank wall or sheet 
 *Finger or Stick puppets – Create a small version of the 
 characters and tape to a stick or make a ring to put on 
 your finger 
 *Paper Bag Puppet – Turn a lunch sack upside down and 
 use the bottom of the bag as a head and decorated the 
 rest of the bag as a body 
 *Sock Puppet – These are a little more complicated, but a lot 
 of fun to make. There are a lot of great websites to help 
 with ideas. Use your imagination! 
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Write Your Own Fable 
 

It might be fun to write your own fable. Here are some things you 
should include: 
 
 *title 
 *animal characters 
 *a problem to be solved (why do turtles have shells, why do 
 sharks have so many teeth, why do birds fly) 
 *a lesson to learn (never give up, be happy with what you 
 have, always keep your promises) 
 *outdoor setting 
 *a beginning, middle and an end 
 
 
 
Use the planner on the next page to write your fable. You don’t need to 
write full sentences, just jot down a few ideas. Then use the writing 
paper provided to write out your story and illustrate. Be creative! 
 
 
  



Write Your Own Fable 
Setting 

Characters Problem 

End 

Middle 
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Credits 

Thank you for downloading this 
activity pack. You can watch the 
story that goes with this pack on the 
O’Fallon Public Library You Tube 
Channel. This packet is for personal 
or classroom use only. 
 
Be sure to visit our website for more 
resources @ ofpl.info/kids 

©beckylongsongs2020 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/High5-Clipart
https://www.mycutegraphics.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Hello-Literacy
https://ofpl.info/kids

